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Emily is an assistant professor at the University of Southern California’s School of Social Work and director of 

the Children’s Data Network, university-agency collaborative focused on the linkage of administrative data to 

inform children’s policies and programs. She also maintains a research appointment at the UC Berkeley Cali-

fornia Child Welfare Indicators Project– a longstanding child welfare data and research collaboration with the 

California Department of Social Services. Emily’s current research focuses on the application of epidemiologi-

cal methods to improve the surveillance of non-fatal and fatal child abuse and neglect. Her research provides 

insight into where scarce public resources may be most efficiently targeted and informs understanding of 

vulnerable children within a broader, population-based context.  

Predictive Risk Modeling: 

A Tool for Child Protection? 

The Public Child Welfare Training Program operates with federal funds made available through 

Title IV-E of the Social Security Act, which provides specified financial support for students com-

mitted to a career in public child welfare.  Dialogue attendees who require accommodations 

should contact portier@wisc.edu as soon as possible. 
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