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Mark Courtney is a Professor in the University of Chicago School 

of Social Service Administration. His fields of special interest are 

child welfare policy and services, the connection between child 

welfare services and other institutions serving vulnerable 

populations, and the professionalization of social work. His 

current work includes studies of the adult functioning of former 

foster children, experimental evaluation of independent living 

services for foster youth, reunification of foster children with their 

families, and the influence of juvenile courts on the operation of 

the child welfare system. 

 
  

The Public Child Welfare Training Program 

operates with federal funds made available 

through Title IV-E of the Social Security Act, 

which provides specified financial support for 

students committed to a career in public child 

welfare.  
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Russ Portier 
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