
Strengths Based Approaches for Understanding 
Positive Outcomes for African American Youth in 
Foster Care 

Dr. Abigail Williams-Butler’s talk focuses on identifying promotive factors at multiple levels related to positive outcomes for 
at-risk African American youth with special considerations in regards to race, gender, social relationships, and foster care specic 
factors. In this talk she explores how understanding the developmental trajectories of adolescents involved in child serving 
systems - particularly the child welfare system - aids in understanding the process of resilience and informing targeted 
interventions among at-risk youth. She is particularly interested in using her work to reduce racial disparities in child serving 
systems.
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Fall 2019 Public Child Welfare Dialogue

The Public Child Welfare Training Program operates with federal funds made available through Title IV-E of the Social Security Act, which provides specified 
financial support for students committed to a career in public child welfare. If you need an accommodation to attend this event, please contact Russ Portier 
(portier@wisc.edu). All accommodation requests should be made no less than two weeks before the event. We will attempt to fulfill requests made after this date but 
cannot guarantee they will be met. The School of Social Work at the University of Wisconsin-Madison is an approved continuing education provider of CEUs/ CEHs 
per State of Wisconsin Statute MPSW 19.03(1)(f). .2 CEUs Offered

Dialogues are free and open to the public. 
Please notify waldeck2@wisc.edu by Wednesday, October 23rd if you plan to attend 


