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APPENDIX II: State of Wisconsin Requirements for School Social 
Work License 

Applicants for licensure as a School Social Worker in the State of Wisconsin must meet the following 
requirements: 

1. Curriculum & Course Requirements 
 

Foundation Year Courses or Equivalent (from other accredited schools of social work) 
 

Required Course Sequences  
Social Welfare Policies & 
Services 
Human Behavior & Social 
Environment Social Work Practice 
SW Research 
Field & Int. Seminars I & II 

UW-Madison Courses for School SW License 
SW 605 & SW 606 
SW 710, SW 711 & SW 612 
SW 441 & 442 
SW 650 
SW 400/401 Human Services; Child & Family 
Welfare; or other placements with children and 
youth 

 
Children, Youth and Family Welfare Focus Area with School Social Work Sub-focus 

 
MSW Requirements  

Specialization Advanced Practice Course  
Specialization Policies & Services Course  
Specialization Field & Int. Seminars III & IV 
Advanced Macro Practice Elective   
Elective  
Elective  
Elective 

UW-Madison Courses for School SW License  

SW 741  
SW 920 or 921  
SW 800/801 SW in Educational Settings  
SW 840  
SW 644  
SW 646   
SW 815 SW Practice in Schools I 

   
2. Portfolio 

 
Applicants for certification must demonstrate “proficient performance in the knowledge, 
skills and dispositions” of the following three areas by means of a Portfolio they keep. 

 
o 8 School Social Worker Standards  
o 7 Pupil Services Standards 
o 10 Teacher Standards 

 
Examples of evidence are: course syllabi, major course assignments (papers or other graded 
written work); written field evaluations from faculty and supervisors. May also include any 
documented outcomes from workshops and conferences relevant to the three areas. 

 
3. MSW Degree 

 
 
 

Effective November, 2014 
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APPENDIX II: State of Wisconsin Requirements for School 
Social Work License 

Applicants for licensure as a School Social Worker in the State of Wisconsin must meet the following 
requirements: 

1. Curriculum & Course Requirements 

Generalist Courses or Equivalent (from other accredited schools of social work) 

Required Course Sequences  UW-Madison Courses for School SW Licensure 

Social Welfare Policies & Services  SW605 and SW606 

Human Behavior & Social Environment  SW711, SW710, and SW612 

Social Work Practice  SW441 and SW442 

Social Work Research  SW650 

  Field & Integrative Seminars I & II 400/401 

Human Services; Child & Family Welfare; Intellectual 
and Other Disabilities; Community Agencies; or, other 
placements with children and youth. 

Child, Youth, and Family Welfare Focus Area with School Social Work Subfocus 

MSW Requirements  Required Courses for School SW Licensure 

Specialization Advanced Practice Course  SW741 

Specialization Policies & Services Course  SW920 or SW921 

Specialization Field & Int. Seminars III & IV  SW800/801 SW in Educational Settings 

Specialization Macro Practice  SW840 

Elective  SW644 

Elective  SW646 

Elective  SW815 Social Work Practice in Schools I (Part-Time 
Program Students) OR 

SW624, SW742, SW842, SW817 or any elective relevant 
for School SW Practice (Full-Time Program Students) 

2. Portfolio 

Applicants for certification must demonstrate “proficient performance in the knowledge, skills, and 
dispositions” of following three areas by means of a portfolio they keep. 

 8 School Social Worker Standards 

 7 Pupil Services Standards 

 10 Teacher Standards 

Examples of evidence are: course syllabi, major course assignments (papers or other graded written 
work); written field evaluations from faculty and supervisors. May also include any documented 
outcomes from workshops and conferences relevant to the three areas. 

3. MSW Degree 

 

Effective November, 2014 
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