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Students can receive full-tuition scholarships thanks to an incredible gift from Martha Ozawa, one of the 

school’s first PhD graduates. Dr. Ozawa, a renown social work professor and researcher, passed away in 2016 

after an illustrious career. 

Professor Ozawa spent most of her four-decade long career on faculty at the Brown School of Social Work at 

Washington University in St. Louis where she studied income security, health, long-term care, and 

American public-assistance programs. She was the author of more than 150 peer-reviewed articles, 28 book 

chapters, and three books and in 2013 we recognized her contributions to the field awarding her our 

Distinguished Alumni Award.

“Some of our most talented applicants and potential applicants have been choosing not to pursue a master’s 

social work degree with us because of lack of funding,” says Director Stephanie Robert. “Professor Ozawa 

wanted her gift to bring highly talented people into social work, and we are grateful for this opportunity to 

make her wish a reality.”

Dr. Ozawa’s gift, combined with last year’s Harriet and Sandra Rosenbaum Scholarship, funded by Joel 

Berman,  will allow us to provide full scholarships to more prospective students than ever before.
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Students come to the 
School of Social Work 
to prepare to enter a 
profession in which they 
work to make the future 
more hopeful for  
individuals, families, 
and communities. With 
so many challenges 

today, this work can appear daunting to most of us. From 
mitigating the effects of climate change to confronting  
oppressions of all types, the trials of the present and future 
can, in all honestly, feel insurmountable and the temptation to 
escape or ignore (for those who can) appealing. But that’s not 
our students.

Our students are committed and courageous. They know that 
social workers reside at the front line of naming injustices and 
laboring to confront and correct them while enhancing the 
dignity and self-determination of all people. 

Working toward a better future is imperative, as we have seen 
a rise in demonstrations of bigotry, hate, white nationalism, 
and violence. As social workers, it is our duty to not simply lift 
voices, but to ensure the framework in which voices are heard 

is equitable and just—from the classroom to the halls  
of Congress. 

We challenge our students and ourselves to constantly  
question long-held beliefs; to critically assess perspectives;  
to examine data; to change the structures and systems that  
are built to divide. Preparing for this work is serious. At times 
it is difficult. 
 
But it is also hopeful. 

Thankfully, many of our alumni model for our students strong 
commitment and courage — from Ada Deer, who was the  
first woman to lead the Bureau of Indian Affairs to the late  
Dr. Dorothy Pearson, a social work pioneer who was the first 
African American to receive a PhD from the UW-Madison 
School of Social Work. Our alumni model commitment and 
courage, motivate us to act, and give us hope.

Here’s to a hopeful 2019–20!  

Stephanie Robert

Letter from the Director
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NEWS
Professor Schroepfer Receives National  
Hospice and Palliative Care Award 
Professor Tracy Schroepfer’s work focuses on determining the best strategies for meeting 
the psychosocial, cultural, and spiritual needs of terminally ill elders, and bringing the  
social work perspective to national discussions on end-of-life care. Recognizing her  
national leadership, she received the Project on Death and America’s 2019 Career  
Achievement Award from the Social Work Hospice and Palliative Care Network.  
Gary Stein, of Yeshiva University, summarized Professor Schroepfer’s contributions:

“Dr. Schroepfer has been an organizational leader in our field, as an advocate for palliative 
social work, psychosocial palliative care, and gerontological social work. Most recently,  
Dr. Schroepfer has advanced the field of palliative social work as Co-Chair of the National 
Consensus Project (NCP) for Quality Palliative Care’s Community-Based Palliative Care 
Guidelines Writing Workgroup. Dr. Schroepfer has been a steering committee member for NCP, a committee member of the  
National Quality Forum (NQF) Geriatric and Palliative Care Standing Committee, and a committee member of the NQF  
Palliative and End-of-Life Care Standing Committee. Dr. Schroepfer was President of the National Association for Gerontology 
in Education in Social Work from 2010–2016… she is a wonderful colleague… with a sense of humor and a joy in her work.” 

We couldn’t agree more. Congratulations Professor Schroepfer!

School of Social Work Emerita Faculty and  
Long-Time Activist Ada Deer Publishes Memoir 
Ada Deer, a long-time distinguished lecturer at the School of Social Work and  
American Indian Studies and the first woman to serve as the head of the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs, recently published a stirring memoir, Making A Difference: My Fight 
for Native Rights and Social Justice. “I was born a Menominee Indian. That is who I 
was born and how I have lived,” Ada explains. 

Deer grew up in poverty on the Menominee Reservation in Wisconsin, but with the 
encouragement of her mother and teachers, earned degrees in social work from  
UW–Madison and Columbia University. As her publisher says, “Armed with a 
first-rate education, an iron will, and a commitment to justice, she went from being 
a social worker in Minneapolis to leading the struggle for the restoration of the 
Menominees’ tribal status and trust lands.”

Many alumni were impacted by her classes, experiences, and commitment to social 
justice. Recently Deer returned to campus as the first “Culture Keepers/Elders-in- 
Residence,” which aims to strengthen partnerships between tribal nations and the 
university. The university will honor Deer at a book signing in November.



Students Win Highly  
Competitive Awards

Graduating MSW student Kianna 
Goodwin was selected by the  
National Association of Social 
Workers (NASW) as a 2018–19 
Verne LeMarr Lyons Scholarship 
recipient. The scholarship is 
awarded to master’s degree 
candidates in social work 
who demonstrate an interest in 
or have experience with health/

mental health practice and a commitment to working in  
African American communities. Goodwin returned to school 
after several years of working in crisis intervention as an 
advocate for victims of sexual assault and domestic violence 
in Madison as well as working with women and minorities 
experiencing violence and discrimination in Goa, India.

Innovative Study Will Give 
Low-Income Moms $4,000  
a Year 
Social Work Professor and Director for the Institute of  
Research on Poverty, Katherine Magnuson, is one of six 
researchers nationally whose innovative study, “Baby’s First 
Years,” will provide $333 monthly to 400 low-income moth-
ers for three years (600 other mothers will serve as a control 
group and receive $20 per month). Magnuson explains that 
the researchers hope to see whether, “money has a causal 
impact on children and families.” 

The researchers theorize that while the money could help 
with childcare or housing, it can also affect how mothers feel 
about themselves, reduce stress, and positively impact their  
interactions with their children.  

Researchers will measure the children’s overall health and 
brain activity with EEG scans, behavior, language develop-
ment, and, starting at age two, their IQ among several other 
outcomes. The mothers will also be followed, with research-
ers looking at their health, stress levels, and how they talk 
to and interact with their children. The study will track each 
household’s financial stress level, including whether they’re 
able to pay bills on time or whether they’ve experienced an 
eviction or homelessness.

The findings from this unique study will guide policies and 
programs that affect low-income families like the Earned In-
come Tax Credit and the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program, and potentially for discussions around a national 
Universal Basic Income Program.
(�This story drew on an article by Leslie Albrecht, Marketwatch, May 12, 2019).
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Recent graduate Elizabeth 
Kunze was selected as a  
2019–20 Fulbright Combined 
Award Scholar. She will pursue 
research and courses at Vienna 
University of Economics and 
Business and Vienna University 
of Technology in Austria. Kunze 
will focus her work on housing, 
including learning about  

Vienna’s Smart City Strategy and the politics of public space.

Doctoral student Melody Waring 
received a Dissertation 
Fellowship Award from the  
Center for Retirement Research 
at Boston College. Through  
her project, “Caring for Aging  
Parents: Stratified Effects of  
Labor Force Participation,” 
Waring studies the relationship 
between caregiving and  

participation in the labor force by socioeconomic status.  
The year-long fellowship includes the opportunity to  
present to the Social Security Administration, which 
funds the program. 
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School Project Wins Alliance 
for the American Dream Funding 

Two teams from  
Wisconsin, including one 
with faculty in the School 
of Social Work, won a 
major funding competi-
tion to raise net incomes 
of Dane County families. 

“We Care for Dane Kids,” in partnership with School of Social 
Work Professor Katherine Magnuson, is a multi-pronged 
approach to transforming early childhood and after school 
care by supplementing income for workers and child care 
costs, reducing expenses, and creating a child care benefit 
program. The award comes with $300,000 in provisional 
funding and an extra $100,000 for being voted as one of 
the most exciting proposals. Funding came from Schmidt 
Futures and the Alliance for the American Dream. 

Curtis and Colleagues Explore 
Housing Instability’s Effects  

Professor Marah Curtis  and colleagues received a “Contemporary 
Social Problems Initiative” grant to explore the relationship 
between housing stability during pregnancy and short and 
intermediate health outcomes of families with infants. The 
researchers will explore the use of health care services,  
low birth weight, and pre-maturity for infant children.

While the project will look at diverse populations in  
Wisconsin, it will work closely with the Great Lakes  
Inter-Tribal Council to over-sample women who identify 
as American Indian/Alaskan Native. 

Curtis, an expert in housing policy, is also continuing to work 
on a project in Milwaukee and other Wisconsin counties 
around housing quality, affordability, and stability and its 
effects on public health.

School Lecturers Play an  
Important Role in Educating 
Students

The school relies on skilled practitioners to teach courses  
in their areas of expertise. Here are a just a few of their  
accomplishments:

Teresa Thomas wrote an essay, “Don’t Waste Your Life,” 
which is featured in the book Breakthrough, a collaborative 
project of people who have overcome adversities. 

Lucas Moore was appointed to the 
Council on Social Work Education’s  
task force to develop competencies  
and curricula resources in the area  
of substance abuse.

Jacquelyn Boggess was honored at 
the YWCA of Madison’s annual “Women 
of Distinction” event in May. Boggess is 
the Executive Director of the Center for 
Family Policy and Practice. 

Julie Tallard Johnson is the author of 11 books. Her most 
recent, The Zero Point Agreement: How to be Who You  
Already Are offers the science behind personal spiritual  
experiences and creativity.

Jen Rubin’s book, We Are Staying: 
Eighty Years in the Life of a Family,  
a Store, and a Neighborhood tells the 
story of her family’s Radio Clinic store  
in Manhattan over an 80-year history. 
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New Faculty and Advisors Join School

Latoya Kirton, MSW, is our new Part-Time MSW Program academic  
advisor. Formerly a family advocate with the Milwaukee Center for Children  
and Youth, Latoya received her BA from the University of West Indies and  
MSW from UW-Milwaukee.

Sarah Golla, MSW, joined the school as an academic advisor working with  
undergraduate and graduate students. A graduate of our MSW program, for the 
past three years she has  been an advisor in the College of Letters and Science 
Academic Advising Service at UW-Madison. During this time she developed 
particular expertise around career-related advising.  

Jessica Pac, PhD Columbia University, has joined the school as an Assistant 
Professor. Jessica’s teaching and research focuses on child welfare, especially 
child maltreatment prevention, early health disparities, public and social policy,  
and poverty and inequality. Prior to returning for her graduate education,  
Jessica worked at the Department of Housing and Human Services in  
Boulder, Colorado.

MSW Student Attends  
UN Meetings on Status  
of Women 
Jane Benzschawel, an MSW student in our Part-Time  
Program, was selected as a delegate to the Commission  
on the Status of Women at the United Nations. She  
attended commission review meetings in New York.  
The school supported her travel thanks to the Maureen  
Pelton Hartwell Fund for Women’s Rights. 

Mother and daughter duo, Shelby and Stephanie Bandsma, graduated from the 
School of Social Work in May.
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Four Long-time Faculty and Staff Retire

Steve Tupper taught our field unit in Juvenile and Criminal Justice for 32 
years. Prior to that, and during his time teaching, Steve had a long career in 
criminal justice. He supervised probation and parole agents and managed  
several field offices in Rock, Green, Walworth, and Lafayette counties, and  
was a treatment provider at Sand Ridge Correctional Center. 

Jan Greenberg, Professor, joined the school in 1986. His research on  
people with developmental disabilities and mental health concerns and their 
families has been prolific and impactful. A recent study cited Jan as one of 
the 100 most influential social work researchers in the U.S. In addition to 
teaching and research,  Jan previously served as Director of the school. He 
has most recently served as UW-Madison’s Associate Vice Chancellor for 
Research and Graduate Education. 

Bill Heiss, Assistant Director, started at the school in January 1988. His 
knowledge of the school’s and UW-Madison’s policy and procedures has 
helped countless students. Bill helped develop our course offerings, wrote  
the school’s accreditation documents, and provided consultation to students, 
faculty, and alumni around myriad issues. Bill continues to serve on the  
Council on Social Work Education’s Commission on Accreditation.

David LeCount taught our field unit in Community Mental Health Services 
for 14 years. A leader in community mental health services in Dane County, 
David brought years of experience, knowledge, and compassion to his work 
with students.
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Worth Noting
Professor Katherine Magnuson was elected as a Fellow of the American Academy of Social Work and Social Welfare for her 
excellence in research on the well-being and development of economically disadvantaged children and their families. 

Assistant Professor Lara Gerassi was selected as a Morgridge Fellow—a new professional development program at the 
Morgridge Center for Public Service designed to further institutionalize and support community-engaged scholarship. 

Assistant Professor Tova Walsh received a prestigious UW-Madison Vilas Associates Award which “recognizes new and 
on-going research of the highest quality and significance.”

Professor and Director Stephanie Robert received the 2018 Distinguished Alumni Award from the University of Michigan 
School of Social Work. The honor recognizes, “her long career in health equity, gerontology, and social work education.” 

Professor Katherine Magnuson and partners received a $1 million Wisconsin Partnership Program grant to promote the 
social and emotional health of children.

Faculty member and long-time UW-Madison and UW System campus  
administrator Aaron Brower was appointed Executive Director of UW-System’s  
Extended Campus. The program works to support adult and professional students to close  
the skills gap in the Wisconsin workforce.

Stay connected. Send updates about your career, achievements, and notes to: alumni@socwork.wisc.edu
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Distinguished Alumni Award: Lynn Green
Long-time leader in public social services, Lynn Green MSSW ’76 received the school’s  2019 Distinguished Alumni Award. 
Lynn recently retired from her position as Director of Dane County Human Services. A long-time advocate and public  
servant, Lynn oversaw a $250 million-dollar budget and an agency where she championed client-centered, community- 
based programs to address the needs of individuals and families and the root causes of the challenges many Dane  
County residents face. 

More than 225 people attended a reception, which also honored her retirement after 50 years of public service. Donations 
from her colleagues, friends, and family (and matching funds from Joel Berman) established the Lynn Green Scholarship 
for Public Social Services which will be awarded annually to a student who shares Lynn’s passion for public social services.

Thanks in large part to Lynn, and the many outstanding social workers at the Dane County Department of Human Services, 
more than 500 School of Social Work students have received outstanding field placement training in child welfare and 
public social services at the agency. 
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Alumnus Receives UW-Madison “Forward Under 40 Award”

Owen Karcher, BSW ’08, was selected as a 2019 Wisconsin Alumni  
Association “Forward Under 40” award recipient, which honors younger 
alumni who live out the Wisconsin Idea. 

Owen, an artist, advocate, and educator, seeks to grow awareness about  
the importance of equitable health care services and affirming public spaces 
for those who identify as LGBTQ+. He helped establish the Wisconsin  
Transgender Health Coalition, frequently presents workshops about  
accessibility and inclusion, and is the co-owner of the Center of  
Community Healing. 

The School hosted an alumni event in Milwaukee with the Board of Vistors. Board members Daniel Burrell and Caroline Gomez-Tom spoke.
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Three Alumnae Join Board of Visitors
The school has an active Board of Visitors, which assists with alumni relations, fundraising, and development. We are pleased  
to highlight three new members who joined the board recently.

Stephanie Lozano, MSW, ’15 
Stephanie Lozano is the Tribal Liaison for the Wisconsin Department of Children and 
Families where she works to strengthen intergovernmental relationships between the  
department and the 11 sovereign Wisconsin tribes. Prior to joining DCF, Stephanie 
provided social work services to the Ho-Chunk Nation and later became their Executive 
Director of Social Services. Stephanie was a member of the team that codified the  
Wisconsin Indian Child Welfare Act in 2009 and she continues to serve as a trainer  
and subject matter expert in the field of Indian Child Welfare.

Meghan Morrissey, BA,’83
Meghan Morrissey received her MBA from New York University. After working in  
student affairs and international consumer marketing, she retired from active  
employment after her children faced a number of challenges necessitating her  
advocating for services and managing education and treatment. An active community 
member, Meghan volunteered extensively in her local schools and served on her  
school district’s Special Needs Committee. She is also a member of the Board of Trustees 
for Whittier College in Los Angeles. 

Michelle Watts, MSSW, ‘91
Michelle Watts is a Licensed Clinical Social Worker currently working at the  
Milwaukee Medical Center. She has extensive experience working with diverse and  
vulnerable populations in county, state, and federal agencies. Michelle has worked  
collaboratively with UW-Madison, Medical College of Wisconsin, UW-Milwaukee,  
and the National Association of Social Workers on various research activities including  
violence prevention, adolescent health issues, and youth educational attainment. She is 
also a trained facilitator for the National Association of Social Worker’s HIV/AIDS  
Spectrum Project.



1950s
Carol Bagley, MSSW ’50, worked in the mental health area 
until her retirement at age 84. Her first field placement was at 
Children’s Service Society in Milwaukee, WI. 

Jody Schmitz, BA ’51, MSSW ’87, celebrated her 90th  
birthday in April with a party at the Memorial Union on  
campus. Jody was a former School of Social Work advisor  
and long-time employee at the union.

Alan Wade, MSSW ’52, received his PhD from the  
University of Chicago and served as the first Dean of the  
Sacramento School of Social Work. He writes, “The UW– 
Madison  School of Social Work was a major influence not 
only in my career, but in my life. Besides, I am a Badger 
through and through.”  At 92 Alan maintains an active  
volunteer life including serving as former president and  
current board member of  Save the American River  
Association in Sacramento. 

1960s
John Helf, MSSW ’67 is a marriage and family therapist  
in Madison, WI.

1970s
Robert Schilling II, MSSW ’72, Emeritus Professor of  
Social Welfare at UCLA, has published more than 100  
professional articles, books and book chapters, and was  
elected to the American Academy of Social Work and  
Social Welfare.

Don Mueller, BS ’73, was a police officer for Middleton, WI. 
Prior to his retirement, Don began an outreach program that 
linked officers with social welfare agencies, family members, 
landlords, and other interested parties to assist their clients.

Bernard J. Baca, MSSW, ‘74 has been in private practice 
specializing in couples’ therapy in Indianapolis for over 28 
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years. His recent book, The Intimacy Game , draws on his 
extensive experience to help couples facilitate understanding 
and empathy for themselves and their partners.

Anne Mikkelson, MSSW ‘ 74, writes, “While my long term 
career interests were in policy development and managing 
programs… with the Wisconsin Department of Corrections 
and the Department of Health and Social Services…I know 
my education at the school and my direct service experience 
taught me how to ‘walk in another’s shoes’ and carry this  
over through the years to my work in policy and program 
development and administration.”

Dick Goldberg, MSSW ’75, is a radio and television talk 
show host, author and veteran therapist. You can listen to 
his podcasts at dickgoldbergradio.com, where he interviews 
guests on a variety of topics.

Julie Aimen, BSW ’79 is an attorney specializing in civil 
rights, family law, and criminal defense in Chicago. 

1980s
Gary Cohen, MSSW ‘80, Board of Visitor’s member, and 
owner of Employee Resource Systems in Chicago, was a 
speaker at the “Working Well: Innovative Strategies in  
Workplace Well-Being,” conference in Chicago.

Mary Kurfess, MSSW ’83 is returning to the Council  
on Social Work Education to serve as the Director of  
accreditation. Mary worked at CSWE for many years in the 
research and accreditation departments. Prior to CSWE,  
Mary served as the Director of International Tracing  
Services at the American Red Cross national headquarters, 
which reflects her interests in the field of adoption and  
international services.

Lesley Sager, BSW ‘85, teaches design at the School of  
Human Ecology at UW-Madison. Leslie is the founder of  
“Merry-go-Strong,” a non-profit in Kenya that “works in  
partnership with the communities in Kenya, by supporting 
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women and children to expand their craft, mind, and  
resources.” Find out more about the organization and  
consider purchasing their baskets and other goods at  
merrygostrong.com.  

1990s
Bonnie Brandl, MSSW ’90,  is the Founder and Director of 
the National Clearinghouse on Abuse in Later Life (NCALL) 
and a recognized national leader within the elder abuse field 
and violence against women movement.

Laura Pietan, BSW ’91 former Deputy City Attorney for St. 
Paul, MN was appointed judge in Minnesota’s 10th Judicial 
District. Prior to becoming an attorney, Laura worked in  
social services as the program manager for Apprenticeship 
and Nontraditional Employment for Women.

Brenda Szumski, BA ’94, (MSW/MBA), is VP of Operations 
for MST Services, an evidenced-based intervention for at-risk 
youth. 

Tanya R. Atkinson, MSW ’97, is President and CEO of 
Planned Parenthood WI. She provides leadership to the  
organization which serves more than 60,000 individuals  
in 21 health centers across Wisconsin.

2000s
Sarah Lim, MSW’04, is Community Development Specialist 
with the City of Madison where she manages programs and 
projects in the areas of homeless services including street 
outreach, day and overnight shelter, rapid re-housing and 
eviction prevention.

Ilana Shure, BSW ’05, works as an advisor for Boston  
University’s Online MSW program. Based in Atlanta, she 
received her MSW from BU and advises students in the  
southern states. Congrats too on the recent birth of her  
3rd child. 

Melissa Mennig, MSW ’08 is Program Director at  
The Road Home, a program providing a wide range of services 
to homeless families in Dane County.

2010s
Caroline Gomez-Tom, MSW ’10, Board of Visitor’s  
member, was appointed to a newly created board intended  
to provide citizen oversight of the Milwaukee Health  
Department. 

Lindsay O’Connell, MSW ’12 is Director of Social Services 
for the Cardinal Capital Management Group, a housing  
provider in Wisconsin.

Emily Erwin-Frank, MSW ’18, was named a “Woman  
to Watch” in Brava Magazine. As a student Emily began  
“Upstage Stigma,” an annual show in Madison where  
individuals share stories of mental health challenges and  
emotional struggles through various art forms. She now  
works for Community Treatment Alternatives in Madison.

June Paul, PhD ’18, an Assistant Professor at Skidmore  
College, received the Outstanding Social Work Doctoral  
Dissertation Award from the Society of Social Work and 
Research. The title of the dissertation is, “Under the Radar: 
Exploring Support for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, 
Queer and Questioning (LGBTQ) Youth Transitioning from 
Foster Care to Emerging Adulthood.” 

Hazel Dulmes, BSW ’19, organized the Beacon Talent Show 
to highlight the “often-hidden talents” of participants at The 
Beacon homeless day resource center. Hazel is now a student 
in our MSW program. 



Carol Schulke, MSSW ’60, November 2018, taught in 
the social work program at UW-Oshkosh and helped other 
schools of social work become accredited programs.

Katherine (Katy) Ostrander, MSSW ’61, January 2019, 
taught at the school in the 60s and early 70s and later  
founded the social work program at Salve Regina College.

Donna Orr, MSSW ’63, December 2018, was a therapist 
at the Mental Health Center of Dane County (now Journey 
Mental Health) for 33 years until her retirement.

Ursula S. Myers, MSSW ’70, October 2018, was the  
Director of Rock County Department of Social Services  
in Wisconsin.

Elizabeth Cordova, MSSW ’75, May 2018,was Director of 
Social Services at the Summit at First Hill in Seattle, WA.

Dr. Steven Schinke, PhD ’75, January 2019, was Professor 
of Social Work at Columbia University. His research on  
evidence-based interventions testing prevention programs 
aimed at improving the lives of youth resulted in many  
awards and honors.

Paul E. Bates, MSSW’ 78 (PhD Behavioral Disabilities), 
December 2018, was a Professor at Southern Illinois  
University where he taught in the Educational Psychology  
and Special Education departments.

Gail Pearson, MSSW ’83, October 2018, was a social  
worker and a uniformed police officer with the Madison  
Police Department.

Linda (Sielaff) Rasmussen, MSSW’83, September 2018, 
was the Hospice Volunteer Coordinator at Monroe Hospital, 
Monroe, WI.

Dr. Dale Whitney, PhD ’87, February 2018. Upon retiring 
from the Air Force as a Lt. Colonel after two plus decades of 
service, Dale was in private practice in Tucson, AZ.

Kathleen Todar, MSSW ’93, October 2018, was a school 
social worker in Madison. She was also an excellent teacher 
and taught a number of courses for the school. 

Dr. Andy Zinn, PhD ’06, December 2018, was Associate 
Professor of Social Work at the University of Kansas where  
he focused his work on child maltreatment, child welfare  
services, and the service needs and outcomes of  
disadvantaged children and families.
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IN MEMORIAM

Dr. Dorothy Pearson, 
PhD ’73, May 2019, was a 
leader in social work education 
and named a “Social Work 
Pioneer” by the National  
Association of Social Workers. 
She was the first African  
American to whom the 

UW-Madison School of Social Work conferred a PhD. 
She served on our Board of Visitors and was a long-
time supporter of the school, establishing a lecture 
series in equity and social justice as well as a graduate 
fellowship.



142019 | CONNECTIONS

DONOR
REPORT

Social Work Alumni and Friends Give Back
Social work alumni and friends give their time, energy, and talents in service to others. We are grateful that each year 
a growing number of alumni and friends choose to support our students by providing money for scholarships and 
other opportunities. 

This year, Joel Berman, who made a $5 million gift to the school in 2017 to establish the Harriet and Sandra  
Rosenbaum Scholarship and Opportunity Fund, provided $250,000 in funds to match donor gifts. This opportunity 
increased gifts to our existing funds and helped in the development of several new scholarships and funds.

Below we highlight several new funds and examples of how we use the support. 

Martha Ozawa Scholarship – see back cover. 

Joyce Carpenter Degenhart ’57 Scholarship – Joyce, a BSW alumna who received her MSW from the University of 
Denver and a PhD in Counseling Psychology, worked in mental health and co-founded several mental health clinics 
and a day treatment program in Milwaukee. 

Diane Kravetz Fund for Women, Leadership, and Social Change to promote women’s leadership in the social work 
profession – leadership that promotes meaningful social change. Long-time faculty member, emeritus professor, and 
former Director of the School, Diane was instrumental in founding UW-Madison’s Women’s Studies Program.

The Anne Minahan Affecting Change Scholarship, named after a long-time faculty member who co-authored the 
seminal book Social Work Practice, Model and Method, will recruit and assist MSW-level students who demonstrate 
leadership and social change and have high financial need. Former chair of the Board of Visitors, Deb Rose and her 
husband Curtis, established the scholarship to honor Anne’s legacy. “We hope that others who were inspired by Anne 
will join us in providing this opportunity to allow her teachings to live on,” Rose says.

The Morrissey Family Fund – to support the school’s efforts to expand opportunities for our school community, 
particularly in the area of mental health. This fund has allowed the school to create an annual mental health workshop 
for over 100 students. This year’s workshop focused on motivational interviewing. Meghan Morrissey also serves as a 
member of the school’s Board of Visitors.

The Lynn Green Scholarship for Public Service will support a graduate student’s work in public sector social services. 



Organized the second Mental Health Workshop for more than 
100 students focused on motivational interviewing.

Advocacy Day—sponsored by NASW, students learned macro 
advocacy skills and met with Wisconsin legislators. 

Racial Justice Workshops—faculty attended a three-day 
workshop, 28 students attended the YWCA’s Racial Justice 
Summit, and we organized the annual Social Workers  
Confronting Racial Injustice Conference for 500 students  
and community members.

Rwanda Global Mental Health Conference—co-sponsored 
three students to attend “The Generation After: Living with 
the consequences of the 1994 genocide against the Tutsi,”  
in Rwanda. 

Sent three students to the Latino Social Workers Organization 
conference in Chicago. 

Sent two staff and 10 students to the Black Women’s  
Leadership Conference.

Sent a student to the Commission on the Status of Women 
Meeting at the United Nations. 

Co-sponsored and sent students to the 4W Summit on  
Women, Gender, and Well-being and the 42nd Wisconsin 
Women and Gender Studies Conference.
 
The school paid for several doctoral students to attend  
conferences to present their research.

Legacy Gift Provides  
Emergency Funds for  
Students 
Kenneth Shimota, MSSW ‘59 passed away in April 2017 at age 
90. A social worker in Superior Wisconsin, Ken also worked 
at the Waupun Correctional Institutes and for the State of 
Wisconsin. After Ken’s wife Myrtle died in 2018, the school 
learned that Ken made provisions in his will to support 
the School of Social Work. Ken’s $500,000 discretionary gift 
allows the school the flexibility to fund pressing needs and 
unique opportunities. Using those funds, the school has  
established a student emergency fund, administered by 
UW-Madison’s Dean of Students, to provide small but  
important emergency funds to social work graduate  
students facing emergency financial hardship.

Some of the projects made 
possible with donor funds:
Thanks to donor funds, we distributed more than 40 
scholarships worth more than $170,000. While we have been 
able to significantly increase scholarships to students, which 
is critical to both recruiting a diverse group of students and 
reducing their student loan debt, we continue to rely on sup-
port from alumni and friends to offer special opportunities to 
students to enhance their learning. For example, donor funds 
this year enabled us to offer the following opportunities:

 

Organized a Returning Prisoner Simulation for 100 students. 

Purchased, So You Want to Talk About Race by Ijeoma Oluo 
for all students, faculty, and staff for the first school-wide 
community read.
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DONOR 
REPORT

Janaya Kahn at the Social Workers Confronting Racial Injustice Conference.



Support the School of Social Work
YOUR SUPPORT IS VITAL

Three ways to donate:

1  ONLINE
socwork.wisc.edu/alumni/give

2  BY MAIL 
Make checks payable to the UW-Madison Foundation/School of Social Work. 

Send to:
UW Foundation
U.S. Bank Lockbox, Box 78807
Milwaukee, WI 53278-0807

3  TELEFUND PLEDGE
You may receive a call from the UW Foundation during its annual pledge drive. 
Please remember to designate your gift to the School of Social Work.
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Donations from our alumni and friends help the school attract an outstanding and diverse student body, enable 
faculty to engage in research that addresses the increasingly complex needs of our society, support student activities, 
and foster an atmosphere conducive to the development of excellent social work practitioners. Your support keeps 
the school strong.

If you have questions or suggestions about supporting the school, please contact Mel Morgenbesser, Alumni  
Relations and Development (608) 213-8082, or Dr. Stephanie Robert, Director, School of Social Work  
(608) 263-3671.

To learn about other ways of supporting the school such as making a gift of securities, making life-income gifts, or 
including the school in your estate plans, please contact Abby Funseth at the University of Wisconsin Foundation 
(608) 308-5346.



$6.5 million
Martha N. Ozawa

$500,000
Kenneth & Myrtle Shimota

$250,000
Ethel S. Rosenbaum & Joel F. Berman

$25,000+
Diane Kravetz & Mark Saltzman
Maureen A. Pelton & Charles B. Hartwell
Deborah A. & Curtis G. Rose

$15,000+
Marcia D. Bradley
Meghan D. & Michael M. Morrissey

$10,000+
Karen L. Bougneit
Joyce S. Degenhart
Bettye A. & E. Howard Grigsby
Irving H. Raffe
Heather M. & Charles H. Southwick

$5,000+
Theresa A. & David J. Beck-Engel
Daniel J. & Jenice M. Burrell
Trudy A. Marshall & Fred T. Pielert
Judith E. & Nicholas J. Topitzes
Joseph P. & Elaine Wojtowicz

$1,000+
Sandra L. Arnn Goldfarb
Attic Correctional Services Inc
Marilyn J. & Richard L. Beebe
Norma J. Berkowitz
Deborah J. Bowen & Norris Orms
Joan K. & William C. Burns
Gary S. Cohen & Larry Gard
Robert C. Conway
Thomas J. Corbett & Mary T. Rider
Mary S. Dibble
Nic T. & Mary E. Dibble
Christine M. & Joseph A. Durlak
Jeffrey L. Edleson & Sudha S. Shetty
Laura Egan
Roberta A. Gassman & Lester A. Pines
Bonnie D. & James E. Geyer
Jan Gordon & Donald T. Oellerich
Lynn M. & Michael A. Green
Stephen T. Handrich
Suzanne M. Handrich
Hurley Burish SC
Goldie Kadushin & Steven H. Morrison
Thomas S. Larson
Vera K. Lau & Gilbert Wu
Craig W. LeCroy & Kerry B. Milligan
Mel B. Morgenbesser
Russell H. Norman
Jane A. Piliavin
Stephanie A. Robert & Brion J. Fox 
Thomas R. Pyrek & Mary E. Stolder
Steven P. & Mary B. Schinke
Sherill A. & Jerald D. Slack
Kristen S. Slack

Mary H. Stamstad
Steven H. Steiner
Strang Bradley LLC
Karl E. Taeuber
Lynn K. Tolcott
Richard M. Tolman & Naomi J. Woloshin
Stephen B. & Wendy J. Tupper
Vernaline Watson
Yin L. Wong & Siu S. Chan

$500+
Morris J. Allen
American Family Insurance Group
James F. & Helen J. Anderson
Robert J. Bender & Sandra H. Venner
Karen L. & Mark Benson
Patricia M. Brodhagen
Aaron M. & Nancy Brower
Janis I. Dzelzkalns & Kathryn A. Sorenson
Louis F. & Marianne Genter
William C. & Sharon A. Goehring
Kathy L. & Patrick L. Green
Mark P. & Shayna G. Hadley
Warren E. & Mariel M. Heinke
Kathryn S. Huntsinger
Brent W. Jensen & Holly K. Thomas
Ilene A. & Calvin Kunin
Timothy W. Latimer & Shannon K. Stuart
Lawrence W. Lichty
Marcia A. MacKenzie
Ann R. McCann Oakley
Erin Mellem
Daniel R. & Debra A. Meyer
Donald L. Mueller
Elaine M. Olson
Wesley M. & Christine E. Ray
Pamela & Jon F. Reinke-Walter
Donna M. Richard-Langer & David K. Langer 
Sandra L. Schiller Gelber & Franklin A. Gelber
Clifford R. Schwebke
Peter L. & Susan H. Struck
Marion L. & Michael S. Usher
Alan D. Wade
Carol A. & Bryan D.  Woods
Mary A. Wylie

$100+
Kay M. Adams-Fleig & Jack Fleig
Thomas E. Addison & Dyann L. Hafner
Constance Ahrons
Julie B. Aimen
Kathryn E. Angell & Andrew R. Murphy
Robin G. Arndt & Moreland Nagal
James L. Arts & Helene Nelson
Judith F. & Robert W. Babcock
Bernard J. Baca
Carol A. & Elwyn A. Bagley
Lori L. Bastean
Judd G. & Cheryl Batterman
Joy N. Baumgartner
Monica A. Bear
Catherine M. Beck
Robert J. Benedetti
Lawrence M. & Melissa M. Berger
Michael F. Bloedorn
James Bolek
Jon W. Brandt

Jennifer R. & S L H. Braunginn
Richard K. Brautigam
Charles F. & Linda G. Brei
Sandra Budd & Rafael J. Engel
Arthur F. & Patricia A. Carter
Faye D. Cates
Ronald L. & Beth L. Chance
Rita J. Chou
June A. Cichowicz
Diane E. & Raymond J. Cipra
Bernard C. & Laura P. Cohen
Robin E. Cooper & John V. Stone
Alan Cordova
Elizabeth L. & Marc A. Cordova
Bernard Cotton
Ada E. Deer
Bonnie Denmark-Friedman & Gary H. Friedman
Mary A. DiChristopher
Abraham & Valerie Doneger
Analiese E. Eicher
Laurie K. Elwell & Richard G. Niess
Kathleen M. Falk & Peter Bock
Deborah L. & Steven A. Felsenthal
John D. & Susan L. Fenniman
Jeanne B. Ferguson
Lorraine T. Fowler
Marilyn D. Gandt-Hudson
Karlene J. Gehler & Justus J. Fiechtner
Amy M. & Todd A. Geller
Anita S. Gerber
Subharati Ghosh & Subhrangshu Nandi
Susan V. Giesen
Sarah B. Gillmore & Kristin M. Rucinski
Cynthia K. & Neil J. Gleason
Cynthia A. Godfrey
Beth W. Goldstein
Caroline B. Gomez-Tom & Derek Tom
Maureen W. Gordon
Cornelia M. Gordon-Hempe & A Henry Hempe
Susan S. & Ed Gorney
Gloria A. Grant
Eric J. & Theresa M. Guelker
Hope Gulker
Robert J. & Sandra M. Hagan
Richard T. & Sandra Hall
Linda A. & Paul A. Harris
Cathy V. & Kevin S. Hart
Dianna M. Heller
David E. & Kathleen L. Herrewig
Christy A. & John W. Hilgers
Wendela A. Howie
Barbara L. Hufschmidt
Nancy K. & Jesse Ishikawa
Wendy M. Jabas & Mark D. Laux
Jill M. Jacklitz
Carl B. Jacobs
Loisann Jacovitz
Patricia C. Jason
Kathleen M. Jeffords
Lesley J. Johnson & Terry Marshall
Mary A. & Gary Joslin
Sonja L. Kania
Linda L. Kantner
Janice A. Karlen
Richard E. Keil
Karen M. Kinney
Barbara J. Klipp
Alexandra C. Lape
Gary A. Larson
Julie E. Lasin
Mana L. Levine
Dina S. Levy

Edith A. Lewis
Jamie R. Liebentritt
Edward J. & Nancy L. Lieg
Daniel W. & Suzanne M. Lienau
Ione F. & Lee W. Loerch
Kimberly H. Lucas
Korey C. Lundin & Martha A. Maurer
Wendy A. McClure
James F. & Naomi H. McGloin
Anton C. & Carol A. Meister
Rosalie A. Migas & Raymond J. Fonck 
Anne L. Mikkelson
Jane E. & Ronald J. Miller
Josephine & Mark F. Miller
Christine F. & Michael J. Monahan
Geneva C. Moore
Jose R. Mottos
Donald D. Mowry & Martha G. Munger
Mathew J. Musgrave
Timothy A. Musty
Susan K. Netzel
Kathy Neuberger Manderscheid & Marc J. Manderscheid
Daniel P. & Gillian A. Nevers
Joy P. Newmann
Laura J. & Stanley K. Nielsen
Sally S. & William Nord
Kriss M. & Sandra K. Novak
Edjuana D. & Harry W. Ogden
Dawn M. O’Kroley
Jane E. Olien
Mary L. & Thomas A. Ossowski
Carlos A. & Tara M. Pabellon
Alan D. Paberzs & Cathleen Evans
Joseph T. Parisi & Erin M. Thornley
Mary K. & Jeffry N. Parker
Beverly J. Patterson
Maryellen K. Paudler
Richard D. & Barbara A. Pelton
Judith A. & Gary W. Peterson
Jane M. Petitt & Robert I. Henkin
Hannah G. & Tad B. Pinkerton
Mary E. & Peter E. Plane
Seth D. Pollak & Jenny R. Saffran
Rita F. Post
Deborah W. Price
Sally P. Probasco & Topf Wells
Tulio N. Quevedo
Alyssa Y. Rader
Ryan T. Rampetsreiter
Karen R. & Michael Read
Thomas J. & Judith C. Reed
Virginia G. Reitzner
Janet F. Resnick
Martha L. Rodgers-Graf
 Rogers Memorial Hospital
Roald J. Rolfson
Mary A. Romeo
Barbara D. & Alan Rosskamm
Gil G. Roth
Mary K. Rowe Schmitz & David M. Schmitz
Jennifer L. Roy
Barbara E. Ryan
Katherine A. Ryder
Wilton T. Sanders & Sue Milch
Rita R. Schacherer
Robert F. Schilling & Sheryl L. Miller
Janet S. Schirtzinger
Patricia A. & Wayne A. Schmidtberger
Tracy A. Schroepfer
Michael W. Schultz
Lynda K. Schultz
Casey E. Schutte
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Thank you to alumni & friends who supported the 
School of Social Work January 2018–June 2019! 

We made every effort to account for all gifts, but if you see something in error, please email: jason.lee@wisc.edu



Hans & Karen M. Seelig
Steven P. & Barbara J. Segal
Kathryn P. Seifert
Michael D. & Marcy L. Seiler
Wilma A. Selenfriend
Sara L. Shackleton
Gary B. Shaw
Ilana H. & Raphael Shure
Judith E. Sikora & Steven F. Siehr
Judith K. & Richard D. Silverberg
Carol C. & Steven F. Skolaski
Margaret A. Sleeper & William C. Greer 
Ellen C. & Martin G. Smith
Matthew J. & Robyn L. Smith
Theodore N. Soule
Robert W. St John
Janet S. Stone
Charles E. Stonecipher
Thomas J. Swant
Charlene R. Sweeney
Sara E. Switek
Brenda B. Szumski
Michele L. Taylor
Brian J. Thompson
Nancy A. & Terence L. Thompson
Karin E. Thurlow
James W. Topitzes
Elaine J. Torosian
Katy Trautman
Walter S. & Viola M. Trzeciak
Joyce K. Tucker
Donna M. & Rodney A. Ulteig
Urban League of Greater Madison Inc
James G. & Jane E. Van Den Brandt
Michael L. & Lynn A. Van Dyke
Stephanie R. Van Pay
Sue Wallinger
Tova & Elias Walsh
Eileen Westerhoff-Young & Charles M. Young
Sharon P. & J Garrett Whitney
Marybeth Wilk
Marykay Wills & Patrick Miles
Rachel F. Witthoft
Curtis D. Wittwer
Christina Yee
YWCA of Madison Inc
Julie Ziegler
Carol J. Ziesemer
Margaret S. & Keith R. Zutter

Up to $99
Richard A. Adelman
Mary J. Adler
Dennis J. & Julie A. Ahnen
Cynthia A. Albrecht
Sallie K. Alefsen
Anne B. Angerman
Brian C. Arcand & Julia C. Harkins
Barbara A. & Bradley D. Armstrong
Keri E. Bahr
Janny M. Bailey
Ariel Barak
Julie K. Barthels
Trina I. Beasley
Bonnie C. & Rodney B. Benson
Ronee E. Bergman
Connie Bettin
Kathryn E. Booze
Lynn A. Brady
Briarpatch Youth Services
Bill & Kari Brotzman
Edith V. Brown

Brenda J. Brown
Harry E. Brzeski
Judith A. Carroll
Noelle K. Chambers
David A. Chavez
Rochell A. & Louis J. Cheplak
Dennis D. & Lynn F. Christensen
Bruce W. & Suzanne J. Christoffersen
Thomas G. & Kim K. Cody
Lauren S. Cohen & Stephen T. Kean
Susan A. Cooper
Sharon Corrigan
Daniel T. & Susan J. Crowley
Michael R. Daley
Kevin J. & Mary Jane M. Demet
Kathleen C. Diaz & Efrain M. Diaz-Horna
Thomas F. Doherty
Duane T. Dorn & Shari J. Gray-Dorn
Dawn M. Douglas-Mellom & Michael C. 
Mellom
Kassie J. Dunbar
Ruth A. Duxbury
Richard E. & Edith M. Ebel
Adrienne C. & Luke J. Eberhardy
Elizabeth R. Edgar
Stephanie M. Ehren
Nelson Z. Eisman
Charity J. Eleson
Cynthia S. & Harvey E. Faber
Miriam Farber
Daniel W. Fauth
Nancy A. Fennema
Patricia K. & Robert M. Fessenden
Theresa M. Fishler & Douglas F. Tiedt
Grace C. Fleming
Gerald J. & Sara K. Forthun
Gayla A. Foubert
Evelyn E. Fox
Patricia A. Frazak
Marcella J. Fuhrmann
Abby L. Funseth
John C. Garver & Jean A. Kuehn
Teresa L. Geier
Gary L. & Juanita K. Gilbertson
Donna B. Goldbloom
Rebecca E. Greenlee & Donal A. Kaehler
Lana M. Groth
Annette L. Haas
Carol S. Hagen
Candice M. Haight & Craig B. Ranger
Jade Hall
Gary & Susan A. Hamblin
Roger N. Hamilton
William Hanna
Shelley M. & Olwen Hansen-Blake
Jennifer M. Hanson
Fred & Marie Hantke
Kathy S. Hartenberger
Joanna E. Haskin
Connie J. Heckenlaible
Patricia H. Heer
Karen A. Holseth-Broekema
Audrey Holt-Grosnick
James T. & Rita M. Honnold
J Belmore Consulting LLC
Silvia R. Jackson & D Paul Moberg
Jiwon Jeon & Daniel A. Powers
Barbara A. Johnson
Deanna L. Johnson
Laddie B. & Shanna L. Johnson
Kathryn E. Jones
Petra Jung

Jennifer A. Kamenick
Charlene C. Karabis
Mary M. Kasparek
Laura H. Kearney
Paula M. Kedzie
Jane G. Klekamp
Carol Klukaczewski
Karen N. Komar
Misty J. Koob
Susan L. Krause
Carole L. Kretschman
Edward G. & Moria G. Krueger
James S. Kubalewski
Wayne J. & Julie A. Kudick
Jamie S. Kuhn
Douglas L. Kunick
Roberta S. Lasser
Katherine I. Lauth
Michelle G. Le Captain
Rebecca L. Leach
Joan E. Leinbach
Kristi S. Lekies
Jeremy P. Levin
Joan Levy Zlotnik & Marc D. Zlotnik
Joseph A. & Elaine M. Liberto
Molly M. Lippold
Jennifer A. Lohr
Bridget E. Long
Ali J. Lorenz
Helen D. & Orville L. Lovett
Renee G. Lushaj
Dawn MacFarlane
Louise Marcoux & Jonathan D. Slavin
Anne-Marie L. Martineau
Elana C. Matthews & William D. Needelman
Christine K. Maxwell
Sandra J. & Richard D. McCormick
Daniel J. Meloy & Daniel Weyl
Lissa K. Merkel
Robert G. & Kathleen K. Mohelnitzky
Cheryl A. & Michael R. Moskoff
Joseph A. & Julie A. Motz
Nina A. Neupert
Patricia E. Nonestied
Rodney C. Nord
Kathryn T. & Donald Norderhaug
Marla E. Nowak
Daniel J. & Debra H. O’Connell
Jamie O’Dea LaGree
Dennis J. & Sara O’Loughlin
David J. Pate
Jennifer M. Patterson
Eleanor B. Pearlman
Rayanne Pedretti
Shirley M. & Gary L. Peper
Helen E. Petracchi
Maureen A. Plunkett
Janet Poff
Isabella M. Popic & Denison W. Tucker
Ross A. Porter
Jane S. Radue & Patrick J. Riopelle
Melissa Ratcliff
Barbara L. Reisner
Guy D. & Mary C. Reynolds
Lori A. Roberts
Sarah Rosencrans
Cindy A. Rosner
Agnes K. Rothblatt
Paul R. Rusk
Georgea L. Sacher
Ronald L. Sandler
Francie S. Saposnik & Herbert S. Lewis

Margaret A. Schaefer
Gary L. Scherer
Joanne J. Schmitz
Betty J. Schuchardt
Nancy M. & Richard C. Schultz
Donald S. & Sue R. Schuster
Jane B. Schwantes
Todd G. Schwantes
Jacqueline K. & Jon L. Seymour
Michaele L. & Michael C. Shipway
Carl R. & Karen R. Shook
Kelly C. Shuda
Lois A. Siebrecht
Edward G. Smith
James R. & Sandra J. Smits
Joan L. & Richard T. Snyder
Elliott M. & Lori D. Sogol
Deborah J. Span-Bailey
Barbara C. Spierer
Martha Stacker
Elaine M. Staley
Joyce K. Stendahl
Arne L. & Bonnie Stronach
A Thomas & Marian T. Stumpf
Kimberly C. Sutter
Lisa Talayco & Bruce Graubart
Julie A. Taylor
Robert C. & Linda J. Taylor
Roger C. & Judith M. Tepe
Danielle D. & Tien Thai
Gloria J. Thomas
Loretta T. & Steven R. Thompson
Randi H. & David W. Thorson
Eileen F. & Gerald Tifft
Maureen Torphy
Amanda L. Treinen
Charles & Cynthia L. Tubbs
Jeanne L. Tyree-Francis & Donald M. Francis
Mary C. & Robert R. Umhoefer
Lisa M. & Matthew P. Veldran
Benita S. Walker
Nancy A. Wang
LaDaisha Washington
Mona C. Wasow & Richard A. Brualdi
Susan L. Weber
Darlene C. Wellner
Debra K. Westby
Barbara J. Wiechers
Peter W. & Deena Williams
Scott A. Winker
Michael J. Wolf
Xue Wu
Jane R. Yank
Debra G. & John R. Zauner
Dean B. & Deborah R. Zemel
Ellen R. Zemel

182019 | CONNECTIONS We made every effort to account for all gifts, but if you see something in error, please email: jason.lee@wisc.edu

LEGACY GIFTS

Thank you to 
Elizabeth B. & Voy E. Althaus

& others who 
made provisions in 
their will to support

the school.


