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EDUCATION

2021 PhD University of Wisconsin-Madison, Social Welfare
Dissertation: Reentry and Family Reunification: Examining Children’s

Well-Being When Incarcerated Parents Are Released From Prison
Committee: Lawrence Berger (chair), Julie Poehlmann-Tynan, Pajarita

Charles, Tawandra Rowell-Cunsolo

2020 MSW University of Wisconsin-Madison, School of Social Work
Child, Youth, and Family Welfare

2017 BS University of Wisconsin-Madison, School of Human Ecology
Human Development and Family Studies

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
2019-2021 Community Organizer, MOSES (Madison Organizing in Strength, Equity, & Solidarity)

2019-2020 Program Developer, Pathways for Parents After Prison

2018-2019 Case Manager, Just Dane (formerly Madison-area Urban Ministry)

RESEARCH INTERESTS

● Mass incarceration ● Justice reform and smart decarceration
● Community reentry and reintegration ● Children of incarcerated parents

RESEARCH EXPERIENCE
2022-present Post-Doctoral Associate, Department of Pediatrics

(Mentor: R. Shlafer). University of Minnesota Medical School.

2021-2022 Post-Doctoral Research Fellow, Leadership Education in Adolescent Health (LEAH)

(Mentor: R. Shlafer). University of Minnesota Department of Pediatrics.

2017-2021 Lab Manager & Project Assistant, Wisconsin Lab for Family Well-Being & Justice
(PI: P. Charles). University of Wisconsin-Madison School of Social Work.

2020-2021 Research Assistant, Flattening the COVID Curve in Prison, Jail, and Reentry
(PIs: P. Charles, J. Eason, & J. Poehlmann-Tynan). University of Wisconsin-Madison.

2020-2021 Project Assistant, Baby’s First Years
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(PI: S. Halpern-Meekin). University of Wisconsin-Madison.

2019 Research Assistant, Policies, Families, and Child Well-Being in France
(PIs: L. Berger, L. Panico, A. Solaz). Institut National D’études Démographiques.

2017-2018 Project Assistant, Project GAIN
(PIs: L. Berger, K. Slack). University of Wisconsin-Madison School of Social Work.

2018 Project Assistant, Alliance for the American Dream: DreamUp Wisconsin
(PIs: L. Berger, J. M. Collins, L. Dresser). University of Wisconsin-Madison.

2013-2017 Undergraduate Research Assistant, Young Children with Jailed Parents
(PI: J. Poehlmann-Tynan). University of Wisconsin-Madison.

2013-2017 Undergraduate Research Assistant, Sesame Street: Little Children, Big Challenges
(PI: J. Poehlmann-Tynan). University of Wisconsin-Madison.

TEACHING INTERESTS

● Social work and criminal justice ● Social policy
● Family theory ● Research methods
● Incarceration and the family ● Human behavior and the social environment

TEACHING EXPERIENCE
2019-2021 Instructor, School of Human Ecology, University of Wisconsin-Madison

Human Development & Family Studies: A Family Perspective on Policy Making

50 advanced-level undergraduate students per semester (4 semesters total)

2022 Facilitator, Department of Pediatrics, University of Minnesota Twin Cities
Leadership Education in Adolescent Health Program

2022 Facilitator, Department of Pediatrics, University of Minnesota Twin Cities
Division of General Pediatrics & Adolescent Health

2022 Guest Lecturer, School of Human Ecology, University of Wisconsin-Madison
Human Development & Family Studies: Incarceration and Family (Graduate)

2022 Guest Lecturer, School of Human Ecology, University of Wisconsin-Madison
Human Development & Family Studies: Families & Incarceration (Undergraduate)

2021 Guest Lecturer, Honors Seminars, University of Minnesota
Honors Seminars: Mass Incarceration and Public Health (Undergraduate)

2020 Guest Lecturer, School of Social Work, University of Wisconsin-Madison
Social Work: Introduction to Social Policy (Undergraduate)

PUBLICATIONS

Peer-Reviewed Books and Book Chapters
1. Cuthrell, H., Muentner, L., & Poehlmann-Tynan, J. (in production). When are you coming?

How young children cope when parents go to jail. Rutgers University Press.
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2. Smith, A., Muentner, L., Burnson, C., Taylor, C., Shlafer, R. (in press). Parental incarceration
and child welfare: Research, practice, and future directions. In R.W. Denby & C. Ingram (Eds.).
Child and family serving systems: A compendium of policy and practice. Child Welfare League
of America.

Peer-Reviewed Journal Articles
14. Metcalfe, R., Muentner, L., Reino, C., Schweer-Collins, M., Kjellstrand, J., & Eddy, J. M. (in

press). Witnessing parental arrest as a predictor of child internalizing and externalizing
symptoms during and after parental incarceration. Journal of Child & Adolescent Trauma.

13. Charles, P., Muentner, L., Gottlieb, A., & Eddy, J. M. (in press). Parent-child contact during
incarceration: Predictors of involvement among resident and non-resident parents following
release from prison. Social Service Review.

12. Muentner, L., & Charles, P. (2022). Family reunification after fathers are released from prison:
Perspectives on children’s adjustment. Family Relations. Advance online publication.
https://doi.org/10.1111/fare.12739

11. Muentner, L. (2022). Churning through the system: Implications of fathers’ reentry and
recidivism after prison for children’s well-being. Crime & Delinquency. Advance online

publication. https://doi.org/10.1177/00111287221087956

10. Pritzl, K., Milavetz, Z., Cuthrell, H., Muentner, L., & Poehlmann-Tynan, J. (2022). Young
children’s contact with their parents in jail and child behavior problems. Journal of Offender
Rehabilitation, 61(2), 88–105. https://doi.org/10.1080/10509674.2021.2018381

9. Charles, P., Muentner, L., Jensen, J., Packard, C., Haimson, C., Eason, J., &
Poehlmann-Tynan, J. (2021). Incarcerated during a pandemic: COVID-19 and its implications
for jailed individuals and their families. Corrections: Policy, Practice, and Research. Advance
online publication. https://doi.org/10.1080/23774657.2021.2011803

8. Gerassi, L. B., Cheng, S. Y., Muentner, L., & Benson, M. (2021). Prevalence and associated
characteristics of youth who trade sex in a representative sample of high school students.
Journal of Adolescence, 93(1), 1–9. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.adolescence.2021.09.008

7. Poehlmann-Tynan, J., Muentner, L., Pritzl, K., Cuthrell, H., Hindt, L. A., Davis, L., & Shlafer,
R. (2021). The health and development of young children who witnessed their parents' arrest
prior to parental jail incarceration. International Journal of Environmental Research and Public
Health, 18(9), 4512. https://doi.org/10.3390/ijerph18094512

Special Issue: Effects of Parental Incarceration on the Family

6. Muentner, L., Kapoor, A., Weymouth, L., & Poehlmann-Tynan, J. (2021). Getting under the
skin: Physiological stress and witnessing paternal arrest in young children with incarcerated
fathers. Developmental Psychobiology, 63(5), 1568-1582. https://doi.org/10.1002/dev.22113
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Special Issue: Fathers, Families, & Physiology: Exploring the Psychobiological
Context of Fathering

5. Milavetz, Z., Pritzl, K., Muentner, L., & Poehlmann-Tynan, J. (2021). Unmet mental health
needs in jailed mothers and fathers with young children. Family Relations, 70(1), 130-145.
https://doi.org/10.1111/fare.12525

4. Poehlmann-Tynan J., Cuthrell H., Weymouth L., Burnson C., Frerks, L., Muentner, L., Holder,
N., Milavetz, Z., Lauter, L., Hindt, L., Davis, L., Schubert, E., Shlafer, R. (2020). Multisite
randomized efficacy trial of educational materials for young children with incarcerated parents.
Development and Psychopathology, 33(1), 323-339.
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0954579419001792

3. Muentner, L., & Charles, P. (2020). A qualitative exploration of reentry service needs: The
case of fathers returning from prison. Child and Family Social Work, 25(S1), 63-72.
https://doi.org/10.1111/cfs.12714

Special Issue: Parenting Across Diverse Contexts: Illuminating the Voices of Mothers,
Fathers, and Children

2. Charles, P., Muentner, L., & Kjellstrand, J. (2019). Parenting and incarceration: Perspectives
on father-child involvement during reentry from prison. Social Service Review, 93(2), 218-261.
https://doi.org/10.1086/703446

1. Muentner, L., Holder, N., Burnson, C., Runion, H., Weymouth, L., & Poehlmann-Tynan, J.
(2019). Jailed parents and their young children: Residential instability, homelessness, and
behavior problems. Journal of Child and Family Studies, 28(2), 370-386.
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10826-018-1265-3

Manuscripts Under Review

Manuscripts under revision for resubmission

9. Muentner, L., & Eddy, J. M. (2021). What they don’t know won’t hurt them? Linking
children’s knowledge of parental incarceration to post-release child well-being.

8. Muentner, L., Heard-Garris, N., & Shlafer, R. (2022). Parental incarceration among youth.

7. Fanning, K., Muentner, L., Pritzl, K., Kapoor, A., Weymouth, L., & Poehlmann, J. (2022).
Parental incarceration, attachment to caregivers, and young children’s physiological stress.

6. Muentner, L., Howland, M., Clark, V., Duwe, G., & Shlafer, R. (2022).Understanding the
needs and programmatic interests of incarcerated parents: Findings from a prison needs
assessment.

5. Muentner, L., Stone, K., Davis, L., & Shlafer, R. (2022). Youth at the intersection of parental
incarceration and foster care: Examining prevalence, disparities, and associated mental health
outcomes.
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Manuscripts submitted for initial review

4. Muentner, L., Pritzl, K., Shlafer, R., & Poehlmann, J. (2022). Young children’s feelings while
visiting parents in jail.

3. Muentner, L., Chmielewski, A., Freese, R., Henning-Smith, C., & Shlafer, R. (2022). Adverse
childhood experiences, mental health, and access to treatment: Differences among rural and
urban youth.

2. Muentner, L., Washington, D. M., & Shlafer, R. (2022). The role of rurality: Examining health
outcomes among rural youth with incarcerated parents.

1. McLean, K., Muentner, L., & Bishop, L. (2022). The impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic on
adults with disabilities: Results from the 2020 National Health Interview Survey.

Manuscripts In Preparation (analyses completed)

3. Charles, P., Muentner, L., & McLeod, B. (2022). How contact during prison influences
couples’ relationships: Evidence from incarcerated and recently released men and their
partners. Sandra Rosenbaum School of Social Work, University of Wisconsin-Madison.

2. Lundgren, B., Muentner, L., & Shlafer, R. (2022). School-based outcomes, post-graduation
plans and adult support among youth who have been in foster care. Department of Pediatrics,
University of Minnesota.

1. Washington, D. M., Muentner, L., Harper, T., & Abrams, L. (2021). Destabilizing
consequences of juvenile incarceration: Evidence on imprisoned men’s health and
pre-incarceration social environments. Sandra Rosenbaum School of Social Work, University
of Wisconsin-Madison.

PRESENTATIONS
Refereed Academic Conference Presentations
31. Fanning, K., Pritzl, K., Muentner, L., & Poehlmann, J. (2022, August). Relations among

child-caregiver attachment, adverse life events, and parental incarceration. [Poster
presentation]. 2022 American Psychological Association Annual Convention, Minneapolis,
MN.

30. Pritzl, L., Muentner, L., Shlafer, R., & Poehlmann, J. (2022, April). The impact of online
educational materials for children with incarcerated parents. [Paper presentation]. 4th Annual
Children of Incarcerated Parents National Conference. Virtual.

29. Metcalfe, R., Muentner, L., Reino, C., Schweer-Collins, M., Kjellstrand, J., & Eddy, J. M.
(2022, April). Witnessing parental arrest as a predictor of child internalizing and externalizing
symptoms. [Poster presentation]. 2022 Western Psychological Association Convention,
Portland, OR.

Last revised August 2022
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28. Muentner, L., & Shlafer, R. (2022, April). The role of rurality: Examining heterogeneity by
region in health outcomes among children with incarcerated parents. [Paper presentation]. 15th
Academic Consortium on Criminal Justice Health. Virtual.

27. Muentner, L., Stone, K. J., Davis, L., & Shlafer, R. (2022, April). Youth at the intersection of
parental incarceration and foster care: Examining prevalence, disparities, and associated
mental health outcomes. [Poster presentation]. 2022 Pediatric Research, Education and
Scholarship Symposium, Minneapolis, MN.

26. Lundgren, B., Muentner, L., & Shlafer, R. (2022, April). School-based outcomes,
post-graduation plans and adult support among youth who have been in foster care. [Poster
presentation]. 2022 Pediatric Research, Education and Scholarship Symposium. Minneapolis,
MN.

25. Washington, D. M., & Muentner, L. (2022, March). Destabilizing consequences of juvenile
incarceration: Evidence on imprisoned men’s health and pre-incarceration social
environments. [Poster presentation]. 43rd Annual Fall Research Conference of the Association
for Public Policy Analysis & Management, Austin, TX.

24. Muentner, L. (2022, January). Churning through the system: Implications of fathers’ reentry
and recidivism after prison for children’s well-being.  In Charles, P., & Muentner, L.
(Organizers), Contact in Prison and Reentry Services for Justice-Involved Families:
Considerations for Incarcerated Parents and Children [Symposium]. 26th Annual Conference
of the Society for Social Work and Research, Washington, DC.

23. Charles, P., Muentner, L., Gottlieb, A., & Eddy, J. M. (2022, January). Child contact during
parental incarceration: Building connections to promote family well-being in an era of
decarceration. In Charles, P., & Muentner, L. (Organizers), Contact in Prison and Reentry
Services for Justice-Involved Families: Considerations for Incarcerated Parents and Children
[Symposium]. 26th Annual Conference of the Society for Social Work and Research,
Washington, DC.

22. Jensen, S., Haimson, C., Packard, C., Muentner, L., Charles, P., Eason, J., &
Poehlmann-Tynan, J. (2021, November). Incarcerated during a pandemic: COVID-19 and its
implications for families and children with jailed parents. [Poster presentation]. 76th Annual
Meeting of the American Society of Criminology, Chicago, IL.

21. Muentner, L., Jensen, S., Haimson, C., Packard, C., Charles, P., Eason, J., &
Poehlmann-Tynan, J. (2021, April). Incarcerated during a pandemic: COVID-19 and its
implications for families and children with jailed parents. [Poster presentation]. 2021 Biennial
Meeting of the Society for Research on Child Development. Virtual.

20. Muentner, L., & Charles, P. (2021, January). Reunited at reentry: Children's well-being after
fathers are released from prison. In Kjellstrand, J. (Organizer), Smart Decarceration: The
Impact of Parents' Correctional Involvement on Children [Symposium]. 25th Annual
Conference of the Society for Social Work and Research, Virtual.

Last revised August 2022
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19. Muentner, L., Cheng, S., & Gerassi, L. (2021, January). Sex trafficking risk in a representative
sample of high school students: Prevalence and associated characteristics of youth who trade
sex. In Human Trafficking [Symposium]. 25th Annual Conference of the Society for Social
Work and Research, Virtual.

18. Charles, P., Muentner, L., & McLeod, B. (2021, January). Variation in residential and
non-residential fathers’ involvement after prison: The positive influence of in-prison child
contact. In Charles, P. (Organizer), Smart Decarceration: Promoting Successful Reentry in an
Era of Decarceration: Toward Interventions That Build Family Connections and Support
[Symposium]. 25th Annual Conference of the Society for Social Work and Research, Virtual.

17. Poehlmann-Tynan, J., Muentner, L., Pritzl, K., Davis, L., & Shlafer, R. (2021, January). Does
witnessing a parent’s arrest relate to emotional or developmental concerns in young children
with jailed parents? In Kjellstrand, J. (Organizer), Smart Decarceration: The Impact of Parents'
Correctional Involvement on Children [Symposium]. 25th Annual Conference of the Society for
Social Work and Research, Virtual.

16. Washington, D. M., & Muentner, L. (2021, January). Destabilizing consequences of juvenile
incarceration: Evidence on imprisoned fathers’ mental health, parenting, and pre-incarceration
social environment. In Youth, Families, and Delinquency [Symposium]. 25th Annual Conference
of the Society for Social Work and Research, Virtual.

15. Charles, P., Muentner, L., & Eddy, J. M. (2020, August). Factors associated with father-child
residence and contact after prison. In Poehlmann-Tynan, J. (Organizer), When Fathers Are
Incarcerated: Post-Release Contact, Commitment to Children, and Legal Socialization
[Symposium]. 2020 American Psychological Association Annual Convention, Washington,
DC.

14. Charles, P., Muentner, L., Gottlieb, A., & Eddy, J. M. (2020, April). Parental incarceration,
child contact, and recidivism: Building connections to promote child and family wellbeing in an
era of decarceration. [Poster presentation]. 3rd Annual Children of Incarcerated Parents
National Conference, Phoenix, AZ.

13. Muentner, L., & Charles, P. (2019, November). A qualitative exploration of reentry service
needs: The case of fathers returning from prison. In Assessing and Building the Evidence Base
on Reentry: What's Known, What’s Needed, and What's Next? [Symposium]. 41st Annual Fall
Research Conference of the Association for Public Policy Analysis & Management, Denver,
CO.

12. Pritzl, K., Milavetz, Z., Cuthrell, H., Muentner, L., Watson, S., Asher, A., Zhou, L., Brown, J.,
& Poehlmann-Tynan, J. (2019, August). Context matters: Behavioral implications of visits
between children and their jailed parents. [Poster presentation]. 2019 American Psychological
Association Annual Convention, Chicago, IL.

Last revised August 2022
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11. Grendziak, A., Warzewick, S., Zhou, L., Lavender, A., Asher, A., Watson, S., Brown, J.,
Fanning, K., Pritzl, K., Muentner, L., & Poehlmann-Tynan, J. (2019, August). Evaluation of a
summer camp for children with imprisoned mothers. [Poster presentation]. 2019 American
Psychological Association Annual Convention, Chicago, IL.

10. Muentner, L., Poehlmann-Tynan, J., Kapoor, A., & Weymouth, L. (2019, April). Getting under
the skin: Young children’s physiological stress and behavioral responses to witnessing fathers’
crime, arrest, and sentencing. [Poster presentation]. 2nd Annual Children of Incarcerated
Parents National Conference, Phoenix, AZ.

9. Poehlmann-Tynan, J., Grendziak, A., Fanning, K., Pritzl, K., Lavender, A. Muentner, L.,
Warzewick, S., Zhou, L., & Brown, J. (2019, April). Evaluation of child-friendly visits at a
summer camp for children with imprisoned mothers. [Paper symposium]. 2nd Annual Children
of Incarcerated Parents National Conference, Phoenix, AZ.

8. Premo, E., Muentner, L., & Poehlmann-Tynan, J. (2019, March). Collateral consequences of
parental incarceration: Exploring the role of frequency & duration on child development.
[Poster presentation]. 2019 Biennial Meeting of the Society for Research on Child
Development, Baltimore MD.

7. Fanning, K., Muentner, L., & Poehlmann-Tynan, J. (2019, March). A comparative case study
of risk and resilience for children experiencing homelessness and parental incarceration.
[Poster presentation]. 2019 Biennial Meeting of the Society for Research on Child
Development, Baltimore MD.

6. Poehlmann-Tynan, J., Grendziak, A., Fanning, K., Cuthrell, H., Pritzl, K., Lavender, A.,
Muentner, L., Milavetz, Z., & Shlafer, R. (2019, March). Observational measurement of
children’s reactions to visits with parents incarcerated in jail or prison. [Paper Symposium].
2019 Biennial Meeting of the Society for Research on Child Development, Baltimore MD.

5. Moore, G., Charles, P., & Muentner, L. (2019, January). The benefits of qualitative pilot
studies in social work research: The case of fathers in reentry from prison. [Poster
presentation]. 23rd Annual Conference of the Society for Social Work and Research, San
Francisco, CA.

4. Charles, P., & Muentner, L. (2018, November). Reentry revisited: Father’s perspectives on
program needs to promote positive father involvement. In, Smart Decarceration: Self-Identified
Needs and Services to Increase the Likelihood of Successful Reentry [Symposium]. 74th Annual
Meeting of the American Society of Criminology, Atlanta, GA.

3. Poehlmann-Tynan, J., Muentner, L., Milavetz, Z., Peterson, A., Davis, L., & Shlafer, R. (2018,
May). Young children’s feelings about their incarcerated parents. [Poster presentation]. 16th

World Congress of the World Association for Infant Mental Health, Rome, Italy.

2. Grendziak, A., Vigna, A., Gerstein, E., Weymouth, L., Burnson, C., Aubel, G., Frerks, G.,
Haese, D., Johnson, N., Milavetz, Z., Muentner, L., O’Neil, S., Peterson, A., Pritzl, K.
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Zahn-Waxler, C., & Poehlmann-Tynan, J. (2017, November). Cognitively based compassion
training for parents of young children. [Poster presentation]. 2017 National Council on Family
Relations Annual Conference, Orlando, FL.

1. Poehlmann, J., Runion, H., Frerks, A., Johnson, N., Milavetz, Zoe., Muentner, L., & Nestler,
A. (2016, November). Family drawings: Children of incarcerated parents. [Poster
presentation]. 2016 National Council on Family Relations Annual Convention, Minneapolis,
MN.

INVITED TALKS
2. Muentner, L. (2022, March). Incarcerated parents as engaged parents: Connecting recently

released parents in dependency hearings. Invited by the Office of Juvenile Justice and
Delinquency Prevention (OJJDP), U.S. Department of Justice; National Council of Juvenile
and Family Court Judges; Washington DC.

1. Charles, P., Muentner, L., & Eddy, J. M. (2019, October). Supporting incarcerated parents and
their children: Use of evidence from Parenting Inside Out to inform research and practice
efforts in Wisconsin. Invited by the Wisconsin Legislative Children’s Caucus, Madison, WI.

AWARDS AND GRANTS
2022 2nd Place Award, Poster Presentation for Pediatric Postdoctoral Fellows, University of

Minnesota Pediatric Research, Education, and Scholarship Symposium

2021 University of Wisconsin-Madison School of Social Work Doctoral Student Research
Paper Competition

2021 Institute for Research on Poverty Graduate Research Fellows Research Training Funds

2020 University of Wisconsin-Madison School of Social Work Doctoral Student Research
Paper Competition

2020 Institute for Research on Poverty Graduate Research Fellows Research Training Funds

2019 University of Wisconsin-Madison Student Research Grants Competition

2019 Institute for Research on Poverty Graduate Research Fellows Research Training Funds

TRAININGS AND CERTIFICATES
2022 Health Equity Leadership & Mentoring Program, University of Minnesota.

2022 Write Winning NIH Grants Annual Seminar, Grant Writers' Seminars and
Workshops. Virtual seminar.

2021 Analysis of Complex Survey Data, University of Maryland.

2019 Social Impact Initiative, StartingBlock Madison, WI.

2018 ATLAS.ti Advanced Course, ATLAS.ti Scientific Software Development. Virtual
seminar.
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PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS
2020-present Member, Promote Smart Decarceration Grand Challenge Network

2018-present Member, Society for Social Work and Research

2018-2021 Graduate Research Fellow, Institute for Research on Poverty

2019-2021 Research Fellow, University of Wisconsin-Madison Justice Lab

2019-2020 Member, Association for Public Policy Analysis and Management

SERVICE TO THE UNIVERSITY, PROFESSION, AND COMMUNITY
2021-present Board Member, YouthLink Minneapolis, MN.

2022 Symposium Organizer, Society for Social Work and Research

Addressing the Service Needs of Incarcerated Parents and their Families:
Considerations for Social Work Research and Practice

2021 Symposium Organizer, Society for Social Work and Research

Contact in Prison and Reentry Services for Justice-Involved Families: Considerations
for Incarcerated Parents and Children

2020-2021 Poll Worker, City of Madison, WI

2020-2021 Doctoral Program Committee Member, University of Wisconsin-Madison School of
Social Work

2019-2020 Curriculum Committee Member, University of Wisconsin-Madison School of Social
Work

JOURNAL REFEREE

Journal of Marriage and Family

Child & Family Social Work

Family Relations

Journal of Offender Rehabilitation

Journal of Pediatric Psychology

Journal of the Society for Social Work and Research
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